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EB&Flow is pleased to announce Dylan
Culhane’s first London solo exhibition.
Culhane experiments with multi exposure
photography. His work features meticulous
layering of multiple exposures on celluloid in
the way a painter might build up brush-
strokes of oil upon canvas.

In an age where the magic of photography is undeniably taken for granted, Dylan Culhane
aims to challenge the tendency to equate photography with realism. He explains;

‘‘We are all chasing after reality with cameras, not realizing that the attempt to do so is futile
and in fact obfuscating our understanding more than enlightening it’’

He will be presenting a series of photographs which demonstrate a unique and personal
representation of place. Many were taken in and around his native Cape Town.
Photography is one of South Africa’s most dynamic art forms yet gritty documentary images
within the tradition of struggle have dominated Western perceptions entrenching a very
one-dimensional view of the country and its art. Culhane aspires to push these boundaries of
convention by embracing a fresh, experimental, view of the country in his work and
harnessing the sizzling zeitgeist.

"By layering contrasting exposures, Dylan forces us to appreciate how an artist can be
an illusionist, transfiguring generic landscapes into emotive, alternate realities. Dylan pushes
the visual boundaries and capabilities of the camera for the aesthetic delight of us, the
viewer."
Margherita Berloni, Co-Director, EB&Flow

Culhane regards the celluloid negative as a canvas, layering it with dabs, splatters, slits and
shapes of light. In his new work he explores the tactility of working with paint and collage in
multiple exposures. He works reductively by stripping layers of emulsion from the celluloid
negative in a sequence of exposures dictated by the interplay of light and shadow on film.

Drawing on a variety of influences including MC Escher, Japanese sumi-e painting and Op-
Art, Culhane’s work is distinctive in that wherever possible he resists the lure of digital
manipulation, using oft-forgotten in-camera techniques to create provocative images more
akin to illustration, painting, or digital design than photography. Steering clear of any single
subject opens up the final product to an array of interpretations. The Buddhist philosophy,
specifically the idea that nothing is constant or fixed, also plays a strong influence in his work.

Dylan Culhane, Church Square (Cape Town, 2011) 120x90cm, Multiple
exposure photograph, C-print, courtesy EB&Flow and the artist



About the artist
Dylan Culhane was born in 1981 in South Africa and now works and lives in Cape Town. Culhane
studied at University of Cape Town (BA Film, Media & Visual Studies, 2001, MA Media Theory & Practice
2010) and at AFDA, South African School of Motion Picture Medium and Live Performance (BA Motion
Picture Medium, 2004). He has exhibited internationally including solo photography shows Symbiosis at
The Premises Gallery, Johannesburg (2008), Photoklecksography at Exposure Gallery, Cape Town
(2008), Driven to Abstraction at Exposure Gallery, Cape Town (2007) and at the Lomography World
Congress, Beijing (2004). His paintings have been exhibited at Galerie Plett, Zeist, The Netherlands
(2000), and Fresh at Hout Bay Gallery, Cape Town (1999). Culhane was previously editor of VICE
magazine South Africa and currently curates at MUSEUM Photographic Art Gallery in Cape Town. He
has been awarded the Picture Berlin residency July 2011.

About EB&Flow
EB&Flow provides a platform to exhibit and support contemporary artists in London. The gallery
occupies a converted print works across two floors in the heart of Shoreditch. Established by
Margherita Berloni and Nathan Engelbrecht, at the core of EB&Flow’s ethos is the aim to build long
term relationships with artists from a formative stage in their career and as their practice develops.
Another founding principle is to increase access to the visual arts by running an education
programme on collecting as well as artists’ professional development, artists’ talks and guest curated
projects.

Key Information
Dylan Culhane, Transcendental Wayfaring: exhibition dates, 10 June – 26 August 2011
Address: 77 Leonard Street, London, EC2A 4QS
Opening Times: Tuesday - Friday 10- 6pm, Saturday 11- 3pm
Nearest tube: Old Street
Phone number: +44 (0)20 7729 7797
Website: www.ebandflowgallery.com
Private View, 9 June, 18.30 – 20.30
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Email: sophie@jbpelhampr.com and toby@jbpelhampr.com

Dylan Culhane, Degradation (Cape Town, 2011),120x90cm, Multiple exposure

photograph, C-print courtesy the artist and EB&Flow


