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Briony Anderson: Emergent View

25 April - 22 June 2013

Private View: Thursday 25 April, 6 – 9pm

The artworks shown take as their reflective starting point and subject matter, historical landscape paintings. 
From these Anderson removes the figures, or any signs of material presence, so that our relation to the landscape can be explored. 
Whereas the original works are contextualised historically by the figures they include, Anderson removes them altogether. In so 
doing, the landscape becomes utterly timeless. Anderson then questions what exactly landscape represents, constrained to remits 
of absence and void, abstraction and subtraction.

The paintings build on research that has been investigating the western European visual tradition of landscape painting and the 
historical specificities of its development, particularly in the north. The concept of landscape offers a framework for exploring 
our fragmented experience and understanding, and previous work has focused on sceptical readings of landscape aesthetics, 
exploring landscape as a sociopolitical category. The current body looks to explore the more personal imperative of the artist and 
how the landscape is appropriated for personal ends. 

While the reworked historical scenes (largely reconstructed and re-imagined) look back in time, further works have emerged from 
these in the present, and an almost wholly imagined image is built through time spent painting. Living and working at a distance 
from the landscape familiar to her leads to a sort of imagined transposition to that place through the work, as if documenting her 
own imagined presence there. Thus the painting and space it imagines exists as entirely new; a fictitious, distant place.

The paintings have always been deliberately devoid of any literal form of human presence, but that does not mean that there is 
no presence. Instead, it is presence that can’t be defined. Rather than transcribe an actual place, there is a process of extracting 
landscape elements and translating them into an image which suggests the potential of landscape. The rendering of what would 
normally be exemplified in larger paintings, casts questions on how to scale-down the nuance of paintbrush work; from instinctively 
gestural, to focused and concise.

When Anderson’s paintings grow from the miniature to sizeable, a sophisticated transformation, and one that is unique to her, 
occurs – she achieves a paradox of slight and subtle gradations of painterly tone, with an indubitable ‘all over’ surface. These 
larger paintings are laden with multi-layered paint; weeks worth of application on a fine weave canvas, to the point that the very 
weave itself disappears. The image becomes pure paint – a new environment intimated and imagined.

Exhibition and gallery information: 

Briony Anderson: Emergent View
Dates:  25 April – 22 June 2013
Private View:  25 April 2013, 18:00 - 21:00

Address: 77 Leonard Street, London, EC2A 4QS
Nearest tube: Old Street
Phone number: +44 (0)20 7729 7797
Website: www.ebandflowgallery.com 
Opening Times: Tuesday to Friday 11- 6pm, Saturday 1-5pm and Monday by appointment only
Free admission
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